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SOME ACCOUNT, &c. 


I A N Thought it neceſſary to give a par- 
& 7 K ticular account of myſelf; and this 
„ << I do, not to ſatisfy the curious part 
N of mankind, but to ſtir up all men to 
repent, and believe in 7% Chrift ;. to ſhew that F 
readily own the juſtice of the ſentence paſs'd upon 
me, and above all, to magnify the wiſdom, juſtice, 
and mercy of almighty God, who has made a noto- 


rious offender a public example to the world, and at 


the ſame time a happy monument of his amazing 
love and free grace to the worſt of ſinners, 


2. Whatever other names I have at any other 
times taken 2 myſelf, my real name is Nicola 
Mooney. My father, John Maonęy, who kept a large 
dairy- farm, and was beſides a maſter-gardener, lived 
in good credit at Regar, near Refarman, within two 
miles of Dublin, in the kingdom of Ireland, where 
I was born, July 10, 1721. My father was of the 
Roman Catholick Proteflion ; and in the principles 
of that church I was brought up; but I knew no- 


thing of experimental religion, nor conſidered, that 


chriſtianity implied ſomething more than being 
born within: the pale of the church, embracing a 
ſet of notions, and performing a few external duties 


3. J lived at home with my Father, till T was 


about fifteen years of age; in the mean time I was 


put to ſchool, and had the benefit of a tolerable 
education. About fixteen T was put apprentiee to 
2 | one 
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( 4 ) 
one Andrew Muckleworth, a paper-maker, at Glaſs- 
neven, one mile from Dublin. While I was here, 
I ſometimes went to church; for I had taken a diſ- 
like to the Roman-catholic profeſſion, and now, glo- 
ry be to God, I have utterly renounced it, and hope 
to die a living member of that part of Chris myſti- 
cal body, called The Church of ENGLAND. Once 
at church I felt the motions of God's Spirit upon 


my ſoul ; but they ſoon vaniſhed away, and I ſtill 


continued dead in the midſt of life. After I had 
ſerved near a year of my time, a quarrel happened 
between me and one William Reney, a journeyman 
that worked for my maſter, whom J almoſt killed by 
giving him a violent blow on the head with a ſtone. 
This brought upon me the diflike of my maſter and 
miſtreſs, which I was impatient to bear : whereupon 


I packed up my clothes, together with a prayer- 


book that belonged to my maſter's daughter; the 
evhole duty of man, and a pair of ſtockings that were 


my maſter's, and ran away by night to Drogheda, 


about twenty miles off; where I was known and 
entertained by an acquaintance of my father's. This 
inconſiderate action paved the way for all the after 
extravagancies of my life. 


4. The fear of being apprehended by my maſter, 
prevented my ſtaying long at Drogheda: I there- 
fore ſold my working clothes, and the books I had 
purloined, and then embarked for Liverpool in Lan- 


caſhire. After we were put to ſea, a violent ſtorm 


aroſe, which detained us -at ſea ſome days, expec- 
ting every moment to be caſt away. The ſhip was 


| {tripped of her maſts and rigging, and all were carri- 


ed off, The ſwelling of the ſea was ſo great, the 
ſailors were obliged to tie themſelves with ropes to 
the ſhip, to prevent their _ waſhed overboard, 
Being driven near the Ifle of Man, there was the 


utmoſt danger of being loſt off Douglas-bay. One 

ſignal inſtance of providence, tho” it does not concern 

me, I will relate. —A oy who came with ſome liquor 
r 


to give the ſailors to refreſh them, was waſhed over- 


board, 


1 


1 
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board, and afterwards thrown on board again, On 

the fifth day, the tempeſt abated. :—We. then: took 

in à pilot from Douglas, who carried us ſafe in our 

ſhattered: veſlel into that harbour. Thus by the | 
good providence of. God, we eſcaped: but at the | 
ſame time, another ſhip was loſt, and all the crew” . 
with ten. or twelve paſlengers' periſtied,. Oh! what , 
reaſon have I to bleſs God; for had I then fell a+ 

victim to the raging ſea, my fins had ſuak me lower 

than the bottom of the great deep. | 


5. Not being ready to go with the ſhip, it ſailed” 
without me, and I was left in Douglas, where I. 
ſtayed three werks, and then embarked in another 
ſhip, and had a fair paſlage to Liverpool. From 
thenee I proceeded to London, and worked in Kent- 
ſtreet-road as a gardener; (having learned ſomething 
of that buſineſs of my father.) Being of an unſet- 
tled diſpoſition, I did not continue long in this fitu- 
ation: And as about this time the Spauiſh war com- 
menced, I went and offered to ſhip myſelf on board 
a Man of War, but the officer retuſed to enter me, 
being a land-man; however, they impreſſed me, 
put me on board the tender, and ſent me round to 
Spithead, where Iwas put on board the Pearl man of 
war, of 40 guns, and entered by the name of Nicolas 
Davis. My reaſon for altering my name was, to 
prevent a diſcovery, if any thing extraordinary 


ſhould happen to me. From the Pearl I was turned 


over to the Burford, a 70 gun ſnip; and from thence 
to the Elizabeth of 60 guns; from whence I ſoon 
after got my diſcharge. I then determined to re- 
turn to Ireland, and accordingly ſet out for Liver- 

pool, and thence ſet fail for Dublin. 


6. When I came to Dublin, I bought myſelf 
ſome clothes, and being genteely apparelled, went 
home to my parents. My father, that I might be 
under no apprehenſions from my maſter, bought out 
the remainder of my apprenticeſhip. I then went 
and wrought as a journeyman paper- maker about 
half a year; after which I removed to Tallow, 

e about. 


„ 
about four miles from Dublin, where J worked with 
the Archbiſhop of Dublin's gardener, who kept a 
publick-houſe. After a ſhort ſtay here, I returned 
to Dublin, where I was enliſted by Col. Brigard in- 
to Nevil's regiment called the Greens, As I be- 
longed to Major Portow's troop, which then lay at 
Maryſburgh in Queen's County, I was obliged to go 
thither, There I married a wife of the Roman Ca- 
tholick perſuaſion, and was diſcharged for ſo doing. 
J then enliſted myſelf again into Ld. Tyrawley's re- 
giment ; but the news having reached my officer's 
ear that I had married a Roman Catholick, I was 
diſcharged a ſecond time. Upon this, with my wife 
I went to Dublin, whither my father was then re- 
moved, and lived ſome time with him. My wife 
proving falſe to my bed, and having contracted a. 
bad diſtemper, I determined to cohabit with her no 
longer. I then hired myſelf as a covenant ſervant 
to Mr. Simpſon, who kept a large ſugar-houſe in 
Cole's lane, Dublin, as his gardener, and ſometimes. 
worked in the ſugar-houſe. Here it was that I firit 
got an inſight into the art of ſugar-baking. After a. 
itay of about three quarters of a year here, I was diſ- 
charged from my ſervice for ſtaying out all night at 
a houſe of ill fame.—A gentle {treke from the hand 
of God, which might have been a ſufficient warning.. 


7. Being diſcharged from Mr. S:mp/on's T worked: 
at another ſugar-houſe in Dublin a little while, but 
neither here could I be content; hurried on by the 
reſtleſſneſs of my ſpirit, I enliſted into Gen. Ligo- 
nier's regimentof horſe by the name of Nicolas Moon. 
When the recruits had orders to embark for England, 
in order to proceed for Flanders, my father, ſellei 
tous for my welfare, came to me and made me many 
promifes if I would not go. His tears and intreaties. 
would have moved any heart but mine; but I was. 
ſteeled againſt all he could ſay; though within theſe 
few days I have felt every endearing word, every 
kind tear, and tender parting look, as ſo many dag- 
gers to my ſoul.— However ſo intent was I upon 


goin 2 ; 


6 


Pola that I would not even ſtay to drink with him, 
t left him, my mother, acquaintance, country, 
took ſhip, and landed at Park-Gate, near Cheſter, 
and from thence proceeded to Graveſend. 


8. At Graveſend I again took ſhip, diſembarked 
at Oſtend in Flanders, and repaired to the camp at 
Berlingham. From hence a party of us being or- 
dered to Bruges, we were intercepted in our march. 
by a party of the French, who lay in ambuſh in a. 
neighbouring wood, where they had planted ſome 
pieces of cannon in order to cut us off, Yet being 
eſcorted by a party from the camp at Berlingham,, 
we got fate back thither. The lying in camp did. 
not agree with. me; ſo after I had continued here 
about half a year, I reſolved upon a ſtratagem to get. 
myſelt diſcharged, which was pretending deafnefs,. 
and it ſucceeded according to my wiſh :. I was diſ- 
charged as unfit for the ſervice,, received the King's 
bounty-money, which. was 218. and a paſs to return. 
to England. —But I went to Holland and bought ea, 
and. began to. follow the unlawful practice ot /mug-- 
ling, hereby. defrauding the king of. his duty, and. 
injuring the fair trader. 


9. After ſome time I took to work again, and! 
wrought at Mr. Nelſon's a ſugar-baker near Thames: 
ſtreet, London. I had been here but a ſhort time, 
before I was diſcharged on ſuſpicion of a eriminal. 
intrigue with a ſervant maid in the family; but E 
ſoon after got a place at Mr. Shoemaker's a ſugar-- 
baker in Lemon-fireet, where I continued ſome 
time. From thence I went to Mr. Cooper's in Old: 
Fiſk-ſtreet,, where I made love to. my. maſter's ſiſter, 
which coming to his ear, he diſcharged me from his 
ſervice, before I had heen there quite a year. My. 
mind was then bent upon roving again, and I. went 
and inliſted into Capt. Cunningham's company, in. 
the train of Artillery at Greenwich, by the name of. 
Nich. Moon. From thence I went for Scotland, this. 
being the time the Rebellion broke out there; but. 
afterwards J joined the Rebel party, which I at firſt 

| went 
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(8) 
| went out to oppoſe. The occaſion was this: & 
waggon that carried the luggage breaking down near 
Hexham, I ſtole from thence a little bundle of the 
officer's linen. Being diſcovered, I was ſecured, and. 

[3 a guard put over me; but finding means to make 

[| my eſcape, and knowing no place of ſafety, I. was 

eaſily induced to join the Rebels at Carliſle, taking. 

| upon me the name of Johm Jones. How eaſily does 

| a raſn head, and a corrupt conſcience, ſpurred on by 

I: in counſel; make a Rebel The Rebels having 

1 made themſelves maſters of Carliſle, left J. Hamilton 

it governor there, with about zoo men. I took horſe 

14 and leaving Carlifle, went with about 3o Rebels 

$1: more, to Penrith ; and in order to ſtrike a terror in- 

to the People, and force them to admit us, we pre- 
tended we had 2000 more of our pariy at hand. 

] This fetch however had no effect upon the townlmen; . 

for, not believing us, they attempted:to apprehend. 

us; whereupon we fled with a guide to Lord Lonſ- 

dale's of Lowther-hball,, which was about four miles 

off, We had not been here much above two hows | 
before Lord Lonſdale's ſervant raiſed the inhabi- > 
tants of Penrith upon us, who came and ſurrounded. | 
the houſe, . Here I was appointed commander over a 

guard of ten men, under Charly Boyd, ſo called, 

ſon to the. unfortunate Earl of Kilmarnock. I turn-- 

ed. out the guard, who were received by the Pen- 

rith men with a ſmart fire. Some of them were kil- 

led, and I. myſelf was wounded in the face with ſmall | 
ſhot, the marks whereof are ſtill viſible.—OQh! the 4 
riches of the goodneſs of God, who did not ſuffer ] 
me to fall here, in rebellion againſt my King, and 
conſequently, againſt, my God, e ee poabers 

that be, are, ordained of God, 
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[ 10. Having made my eſcape. over a wall; I: fet- 
—_ out for Leek, in Staffordſhire, where the Pretender 
'E 4 then was. 1 was taken up ſeveral times in my way 
—_ by the King's men, but upon examination I always 
_ denied my being of the rebel party, and pretended. 
_— that they had wounded me, and taken my horſe from 


. 

me, and that I was going after it. When I came to 
the Pretender at Leek, inſtead of being preferred, as 
I had no letters of recommendation, I was ſecured as 
a ſpy ; for I was known by ſome there to have been 
in the Engliſh army. From Leek I was taken with 
the rebels to Derby, where a council of war was 
held, and it was reſolved to retite to Lord Lonſ- 
dale'ss Here we had another ſkirmiſh, and took the 
Duke of Cumberland's running footman priſoner. 
From thence we went to Carliſle, I being ſtill a 
priſoner, where I was releaſed at the inſtance of 
Hamilton, and received into favour; and the Pre- 
tender ordered me ten guineas. All this while I paſ- 
fed for a Yorkſhire-man, e EM 


11. The Pretender was now ready to march for 
Scotland ; and I being aſked whether I would con- 
tinue with my countrymen at Carliſle, or go with 
him? I choſe the latter. Accordingly I went to 
Dumfries, and in my way took a horſe out of a field 
to ride on: From thence we bent our courſe to- 
wards Hamilton. I then went 'in company with 
Capt. Maclaughlan and Mr Saunders, and plundered 
a houſe: Among other things, we carried from 
thence a white horſe and ſome fire-arms, and mareh- 
ed on to Glaſgow. Here I entered into Lord Bal- 
merino's troop of Life-guards, and bought myſelf a 
uniform, From Glaſgow we marched to Aberdeen, 
where I went to a clergyman's houſe, on the other 
fide of the water, he being deem'd a diſaffected per- 
ſon, and took a horſe from him, and afterwards went 
to Bamff, where I took a ſervant to wait on me, 
mounted him on the clergyman's horſe, and pro- 
ceeded for Inverneſs When I came there, Lord- 
Balmerino put me priſoner, for having ſtaid behind 
my party. Being releaſed, I went into Col. J. Roy- 
Stuart's regiment, where I ſerved as a cadet, Ho- 
nour and preferment was the ſum of all my wiſhes ; 
At length I obtained what I fo earneſtly ſought; for, 
having enliſted ſome men for the Pretender's ſervice, 
I was appointed captain over them, I * ob- 
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a 
ferve here, that we had no commiſſion. for our offi- 
ces, but held them only by bare nomination; and 
that a captain's pay was no more than 2s 6d per day. 
— Poor pay for ſuch bad work ! N 


12. Being thus preferr'd, I went with Major 
Glaſgow to Keith, having about a hundred men un- 
der our command, to defeat the Campbell's clan and 
the Duke of Kingſton's light horſe. he guard- 
houſe here was the church. It was about Twelve 
o'clock at night when we arrived, the moon ſhining 
very bright. We advanced and ſurprized the guards, 
who prepared for defence, but we overpower'd them, 
after a ſhort ſkirmiſh. One diſhonourable action as 
well as cruelty in me, I will not omit: Having 
fired at one man and miſſed him, he held up his 
hand for quarter, but 1 ſhould nevertheleſs have ta- 
ken his head from his body, had not an officer pre- 
vented me. Here were ſome killed and wounded on 
both fides; all the reſt we took priſoners. Then 
taking one of the Duke of Kingſton's horſes out of 
the ſtable, I rode thereon, and conducted the priſo- 
ners to our general rendezvous at Spey-fide,. where 
we had made ſome barracks of deal-boards, 


13. Being purſued by the Engliſh. army, we were 
obliged to leave Spey- ſide, and. fled to Inverneſs, 
near which place, on the 16th of April, 17 46, hap- 


pened the deciſive battle at Culloden- moor: In this 


battle I was a captain in the front-line of Col. John 
Roy-Stuart's regiment of Scots. Let me not here 
forget the ſignal hand of providence over me, when 
my life was in ſuch imminent danger. In the heat 
of the engagement many were cut off on every ſide, 
and an officer who ſtood next me on my left hand 
had his leg ſhot off: And when I was obliged to take 
to flight, ſeeing at a diſtance two officers, whom I 
imagined to be Frenchmen belonging to Fitz-James's 
horſe, I went up to them, and found it to be an- 
Engliſh officer, who had taken one of Fitz-James's 
efficers priſoner. The Engliſh officer having 5 . 

rbuls. 


129 
derbuſs in his hand, immediately demanded my arms, 
which I ſurrendered, being a Highland broad ſword 
and a piſtol, My fukl I had thrown away in my 
flight. I then took to my heels, being determined 
to die in flight rather than be taken priſoner. He 
called to me to ſurrender, and told me he would uſe 
me like a gentleman; but I held on my courſe; 
whereupon he ſnapped his blunderbuſs at me, but 
miſſed me, and I made my eſcape to Inverneſs. 


44. From Inverneſs I made on to Fort-William, 
and throwing off my plaid, I diſguifed myſelf in a 
mean habit, and proceeded towards England. In my 
way I met with a drover, who was driving cattle to 
London: I joined myſelf to him, and complaming 
that I was a poor man, he took me to help him to 
drive his cattle, which I did as far as Carliſle. Be- 
ing recommended here by the drover to Juſtice Gil- 
pin, I obtained a paſs, that I might travel unmoleſt- 
ed. I then went off to York-road, about fourteen 
miles from York, where I perfonated a Doctor, and 
took up my quarters at a noted inn: But on account 
of my dreſs, I was ſuſpected for a counterfeit, and 
was therefore, notwithſtanding the character I had 
aſſumed, and all J could fay to excuſe my habit, tak- 
en priſoner, and confined in an empty houſe alone: 
but in the night, by means of an iron pin I found in 
the wall, I pulled up the floor under the door, and 
got me out; and with many weary ſteps, and thro? 
many difficulties, eſcaped fafe to London. 


15. As ſoon as I came to London, I went to Ne- 
gate, to ſee Capt. Hamilton, who was now a priſon- 
er there. From him I received inſtructions to go 
to Hague, in order to get a paſs to France. Leav- 
ing London, I went and took ſhip for Hague ; but 
when I got there, notwithſtanding my inſtructions, 
and a note I had received from Capt. Hamilton, I 
could obtain no paſs; wherefore I ſet out for France 
without it, and got ſafe to Paris. Here I met with 
certain of the rebel officers, one of whom gave 
me a ſuit of laced clothes, and I had between _ 
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and three hundred livres paid me out of the bank. 
I was then introduced to the Duke of Perth, who 
promiſed me that I ſhould be a firſt lieutenant of the 
grenadiers, aud according to cuſtom My ang 
me, as they term it, with a laced hat. ith him I 
went to St. Omers, where his regiment lay. He 
told me there were ſeveral gentlemen expected ſoon 


from Scotland, and when they arrived we ſhould 


receive our commiſſions all together, and till then T 
was to ſerve as a cadet, While I was waiting here, 
it happened that I was playing at billiards with 
Capt. Mackenzie: Both of us were drunk; a quar- 
rel enſued between us; whereupon he drew his 
Highland Sword, and gave me therewith a terrible 


wound in my head, the mark whereof I bear to this 
day; giving me a ſecond blow, he cut off the fourth 


finger of my left-hand, which fell to the ground. 
Notwithſtanding this provocation, and my own na- 
tural undaunted and furious temper, I had not pow- 
er now even to draw my ſword. How ſoon can God 
ſtrip a man of all his boaſted courage, and make the 


man that would dare Goliah fall before a ſtripling ! 


A French officer interpoſing, prevented any further 
miſchief. For this quarrel we were both diſgraced ; 
and I was carried to the hoſpital to be cured of my 
wounds. In my illneſs here, a prieſt came to me 
to adminiſter the ſacrament, which he did. When 
he urged me to confeſſion, I made fo little diſcovery 
of my paſt life to him, that no doubt he took me 
for a very good Chriſtian, (God be merciful to 
me !) at the ſame time I was the chief of ſinners. 


16. Being recovered of my wounds, I went to 


Paris again, where the Pretender then was, and was 


ordered more money, which was paid me at three 
payments. I believe, what I received in the whole 


amounted to eight or ten, or it might be twelre hun- 


dred livres. He offered me likewiſe a lieutenaney 
in Ogilvy's regiment, but I refuſed it, having been 
adviſed to go to Spain, where there lay open a ſure 
way to greater preferment, Accordingly I ſet - 
| or 
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for Spain, with letters of recommendation in my 
pocket from the Pretender's Brother Henry,” whom 
they called the Duke of York, to Col, Macdonald, 
with one Mr. Cronyn, a relation to Major Gen : 
Cronyn in Barcelonas, and an old companion of” 
mine, whom I recommended to che Pretender's court 
at Paris, In our way to Spain we went to Mont- 
pelier, where we called on the young Duke of Ber- 
wick and Lieut, Gen. Wall, who gave us ſeven 
quadruples, and alfo further letters of recommenda- 
tion to Col. Macdonald, with a requeſt that he 
would prefer us both, as ſoon as poſſible, We then 
ſet out for Barcelona, where the Colonel's regiment 
lay. At our arrival here, the Col. received us kind- 
ly, and we ferved as Cadets under him, and kept, 
What the World calls, the beſt company in the place. 


17. Who would truſt a av/cied companion? He 
is ever treacherous, and when it will ſerve his own 
purpoſe, is ready to give up the credit, yea, even 
the /;e of his friend. The Grace of God alone is 
the /a/ting cement of faithful hearts, — I had here 
the promiſe of the firſt preterment. This hight 
diſpleaſed my companion; and in order to make his 
way over my head, he malicion/ly accuſed-me of ſteal- 
ing the officer's linen at Hexham in England; and T 
as revengeſully atid fal/ly accuſed him again of endea- 
vouring to perſuade me to rob on the highway : ſo 
we were both believed, and both diſgraced, and left 
in a ſtrange country to ſhift for ourſelves, * 

18. You will eaſily imagine that all this while I 
gave up myſelf to all thoſe vices, for which the ſol- 
diery in general are ſo notoriouſly infamous. But 
notwithſtanding the impious life I led, the Spirit of 
God had not quite forſaken me. Though I had 
grieved him times without number, he did not utter- 
ly depart from me, but oftentimes ſtrove with me. 
My conſcience was rouzed with the alarming voice 
ot God, and J heard the accuſer in my own breaſt. 
Fhis ſometimes made 2 think of breaking off my 
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evil courſe of life, and IT would ſet about a reforma- 
tion. Divers times did 1 ina formal manner repent 
and fin, and repent, and fin again: And when I have 
happened in company where religious people have 
been diſcourſing, I have made vows and reſolutions 
of a new life, and afterwards wrote them down in a 
book that I might not forget them. But alas! what 
are man's beſt reſolutions when he does not look to 
God for his gracious aſſiſtauce! After all this I 
grew worſe and worſe, and drank in iniquity like 
water, ruſhing headlong down the broad way to de- 
{truction, *till I had ſo tar grieved the Spirit of God 
as to cauſe him to depart from me. Oh ! what mer- 
ey was it that ever he vouchſafed to give me another 
call! Oh let every ſoul beware how they quench 
the convictions of God's Spirit in their own breaſt ! 
God hath faid, —My Spirit. hall not akvays firive with 
nan. Hear that word, and be warned. 


19 Upon my diſgrace I went to Sallo, and em- 
bark'd in a Dutch ſhip bound tor England, and was 
impreſs'd by the Grand Turk, a 20 gun ſhip, and 
carried into Ply mouth- und. It being underſtood 
that I had ſome ſkill in military affairs, I had the 
office of Mafeer of arms, which I was glad enough of, 
not merely for the ſake of the office, but becauſe I 1 
thought it would give me an opportunity of getting 
away the eaſier. Going aſhore at Plymouth, in or- 
der to take up ſome men that had run away, I ran 
away myſelf; and was glad I could ſo make my eſ- 
cape, without receiving any pay. I then purſued 
my way to Exeter, where I got acquainted with a 
ſhopkeeper's daughter, to whom I pretended love, 
and having ingratiated myſelf into her favour, I 
borrowed money of her, and then ſet out in order 
to go to London. But firſt I ſwore I would return 
and marry her. 


20. In my way to London, I met with an honeſt, 
virtuous young woman, whoſe father was a farmer 
of good circumſtances in Wiltſhire, I caft my vul- 


ture's eye upon her, as a deſtined prey. I attired 
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myſelf in a gay manner, and, in the appearance of 
a gentleman, paid my addreſſes to her, making her 
believe I was a man of fortune, and by this and 
other deviliſh artifices I gaiffed her conſent to be 
married, We went together to London, where TI 
took her to the Fleet and married her. I had one 
child by her, which dying unbaptized, though I was 
| ſuch an abandon'd wretch, gave me no little concern. 
How cautious ought every young woman to be, 
what company ſhe goes into, eſpecially with whom 
ſhe contracts a familiarny! What calamities have 
young people brought upon their friends, what miſ- 
ery and diſtreſs upon themſelves, by giving too eaſy 
credit to appearances |. 


21. After I had ſpent what money I had witty 
this wife, I applied myſelf to work at gardening 
again: but my income not being ſufficient to ſup- 
port my extravagancies, I took to coining half crowns 
and ſhillings in moulds of my own making. I had 
not followed this practice long before I was over- 
heard by ſome in the houſe as I was at work, who 
fuſpected what P was doing, and threatened to in- 
form againſt me, whereupon I threw away my 
moulds and left off coining. But my leaving off one 

vice was but to make way for another. | 


22. I now reſolv'd to take to the bigh-wway; ac- 
cordingly I equipp'd myſelf with a brace of piſtols, 
and ſet out, The firſt I robbed was a gentleman 
going to Deptford, Then I robbed a man and his 
; wife at Hyde-Park corner: The woman's pocket 
| ö I ſnatched from her fide. After this I got me two 
accomplices, and we committed a great many robbe- 

F | ries in and about London. Among the many other, 
8 we ſet upon a gentleman belonging to the Play- 
: houſe, near a Watch-houſe in London. One kept 
the watchman in the houſe, while the other two 
committed the robbery. The gentleman had his 
ſword drawn in his hand, with which he ſtabbed me 
in the ſide: however I got his ſword from him, and 
made off with. it. Soon after I was taken up for 
2 this 
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Fo this robbery and carried before a magiſtrate, who 
Thi commuted me to Clerkenwell Bridewell. As ſoon 
Fit as I was apprehended I ſent word to my accomplices 
13 to make their eſcape; and as ſoon as I found they 
Ii if had abſconded, in order to get myſelf off, I fent 
Via word that I would impeach my accomplices, which 
4 4 accordingly did, and moreover made information 
THEE againſt three zxocent men, two of whom were there- 
Ih upon apprehended and committed; one to New- 
8 11 gate, and the other to Clerkenwell Bridewell ; but 
1 aiterwards, no other evidence appearing againſt 
i it them but e, they were diſcharged. At the next 
it [i Seſſions of the Old-bailey I was tried and condemned 
LEH to die by my right name of Nicolas Mooney. But 
. oh! the harduef of my heart! how little did I think 
45 of Death and a future ate The name of Gop was 
diu  neverin my heart, tho*it often came out of my mouth 


0 in b/a/pbemy. And ſo far was I from making any 

preparation for another life, that I kept finning on, - 
I as if I had meant to pull down damnation on my own 
1 head, before the day of vengeance was come. 
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| 23. My careleſsneſs at this time was in a great 
it meaſure owing to the expectation I had of a reprieve :; 
\iF Of this I ſeemed Sus confident, my wite, who 
ith ſhewed herſelf a zrae friend to me in the time of ne- 


cefiity, notwithſtanding my 3a/7neſs to her, aſſuring 
me, that I ſhould 9? die. I was refpited ſeveral 

times. At lait Juſtice Fielding's brother came to me f 
a few days before the day of execution, and deſired ,$ 
me to tell him /22exzor/ly and truly, whether thoſe : 
three men I had impeached were guilty 2 I confi- 
dently aftirmed they vere; tho? I knew it to be falſe, 
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Wall | I pray God make them amends for the wrong I did 
THER them, ſeeing I cannot. —After this Mr. F g 
1 became my friend, and thro' his and the favour of 
11 Sir J. L r, a pardon was procured for m-; 
1 though before I had my reprieve, the drums were 
l beating, and the guards and cart at the priſon door, 
1 to have me to execution; which news being told 
{th me, gave me no concern at all: Not hen becauſe 
mh I knew that death to me would be the pleaſing paſ- 


ſage 


Ene 
ſave to a life of endleſs happineſs, but becauſe of 
the /upidity of my conſcience, and the dependence 
J had upon the intereſt of my friends. But neither 
did the goodneſs of God to me ſtop here, for with 
my liſe, J had my liberty granted to me immediately, 
by means of two worthy gentlemen, who gave each 
401. bail for my appearance at the next Seſſions.— 
Ungrateful wretch I, who made ſo bad a ule of fo 
great favours. 


24. When I had gotten my liberty, I waited on 
Gen, L r, to return him thanks tor his favour, 
; who gave me a guinea, TI then took to work again 
at gardening, and had a very good place: but it hap- 
pened, after I had been there ſome time, that being 
drinking in a publick houſe with my maſter's bro- 
ther, a quarrel broke out in the company between. 
: another man and me, and I, as concerned in the 
riot, was ſent to the New-Goal, Southwark. From: 
hence I was carried to Guiltord-goal,. and atter: 
ſome time releaſed. 28 
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Daring the time I was under confinement at Guil-- 
ford, I contracted an acquaintance with two poor 
_ creatures, like myſelf; With theſe I-agreed, that it 
we were acquitted, we would all take to the Hi 
together; and we did not fail of our word, many 
were the robberies we committed in and about Lon- 
don. I was at laſt wounded in attempting to rob a 
gentleman near the Half-way houſe going to Ker - 
ſington. One of my accomplices was taken and af- 
terwards hanged. Upon his impeachment (oh! 
what a rope of /and is the con federacy of the wick-- 
ed) my other companion and I were forced to fly. 
I'bent my courſe to the Welt, having firit bought 
me a very long knife, either to defend myſelf, or 
rob withal, and got to Saliſbury, diſguiſed in a ſai- 
lot's habit. There I became acquainted with one 
who was formerly a carpenter in the French ſervice, 
1 With him I ſet out for Exeter, and en the road 
ſ- | aſk'd him to rob a gentleman, but he was afraid, and 
7 3 would not conſent. When we came to Exeter, he: 
* 55 „ made. 
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made in formation againſt me for adviſing him to rob, 


and moreover took an oath, that I was an ourlawed 


ſmuggler ; whereupon I was apprehended and com- 


mitted to priſon, On my examination I ſwore, that 
my name was J. Yock/on, and that I was born at 
Preſcot in Lancaſhire, This is the only time that 
Jever got any advantage by changing my name; but 
now it ſtood me in ſtead, for by this means I got 
clear of the charge of oatlawry, and was alſo acquit- 
ted of the other indictment and ſet at liberty. 


2 f. Being diſcharged, I went to Taunton in So- 
merſetſhire, and got work at gardening, and at lei- 
ſure times painted pictures, and fold them; for I 
had made ſome proficiency in painting and drawing 


patterns for needle-work. Here J aſſiſted in making 


a new garden for a gentleman, and by this means 
got acquainted with ſeveral noted gentlemen's gar- 
deners, and by one of them was recommended to- 
Eſquie P rs of Fairfield, near Stoke-guſley, 
where I ved about three quarters of a year. My 
outward demeanour here was ſuch as gained me re- 
ſpect, and none ſuſpected what my former life had 
been, yet all the white my heart was going after 
its luſts. During my ſtay here, I contracted an in- 
timacy with a virtuous young woman that was my 
tellow-ſervant : and (let me here aſk pardon of God 
and her, which 7 do from the ground of my heart) 


I enſnared her affections, and debauched her. Af- 


ter I had lived in fin with her ſome time, I began 
ro fear, leſt ſhe ſhould prove. with child, and be 
brought to diſgrace; I therefore reſolved to have 
no more criminal converſation with her; and that I 
might be afraid to break my reſolution, I went the 
Sunday followiny to church, and took the Sacra- 
ment upon it, 'Thus, as my day of life was near 
atan end, the day of God's Grace began to dawn. 


26. How weak are the reſolves of feeble man, 
without the Strength of Gop ! My paſſion ſoon grew 
too ſtrong for my reaſon and reſolution, I relapſed, 
and it happened according to my fears ; the poor, 
ruined 


1 * ar ” * 
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1 
ruined creature proved with child. When I found 
this, I prepared a potion, and gave her in order to 
deſtroy the fruit of her womb, Had I not crimes 
enough already ſtanding on record againſt; oe but 
to the reſt muſt I add this act of murder alſo! For 
a murderer I was intentionall „ though my horrid ex- 
pedient did not ſucceed. 


27. When I found this poor creature till advanc- 
ing in her pregnancy, I reſolved. to leave ny place, 
I communicated. to her my intention of going away, 
and, to make her eaſy, ſwore I would return and 
marry her. I had lately received half a year's wa- 
ges, and with that I ſet out for Briſtol, and got 
work there at Meſſ. Hillhouſe and Stevens s ſugar- 
houſe, where I wrought ſome time, and was well- 
beloved, tho” I fo ill deſerved it. Here it was I 
became acquainted with my unhappy. companion 
and fellow. ſufferer, John Jones. It happened that 
Fones fell into company with one that was a noted 
Boxer, who challenged him to box him, which, 
challenge Fozes accepted. He afterwardz came and. 
acquainted me with the affair, and deſired me to ſe- 
cond him. I refuſed, ſaying, I did not like fight- 
ing upon a ſtage, it expoſed a man ſo much: But 
(added I) if you want money, go upon the high- 
way.” He urged, that we had no piſtols, I told 
him, I could rob any man with a "ck, and bid 
bid. him not fear, ſaying, I am a ſtout man, and ſo 
are you: Who can take us? We ſhall ſoon fill our 
pockets, and then we may buy piſtols and horſes 
too. Briſtol is much better than London for rob- 
bing, and, as it is the fair-time, I don't queſtion 
getting two or three hundred pounds before it. is 
over.” But he was ſtill unwilling to go without 
piſtols, ſo we concluded to buy a brace; and at 
ength he conſented. ——Loxrp, lay not this ſin to my 
n 2 | 


28. At our firſt deen out, we met with Alder- 
man Rich's ſon, in Magdalen-Jane, near his father's . 
houſe: I propoſed robbing him; but Feres object- 
ed, there being a Woman near ; I ſaid, I feared no- 
body, 
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lay hold of him, the door was opened, and he went” 


to Durham-down, and attacked Mr. Waſborough 


(209 
Body, and accordingly attack'd him, and robbed hin 
of a Pinchbeck-watch, a 365. piece, a+ moidore, 
and ſome filver. As I was robbing him, he dropt, 
his cane or ſtick, which I picked up and gave him. 
L likewiſe aſked him where he lived, and on his tel-- 
ling me at Mile-hill, L bid him go home and ſay no- 
thing, for if he did, [would blow his brains out. 
We went from thence to Queen's-Square the ſame 
night, and robbed Mr. Sheirclift of his watch and 
money; after which I was going to rob a gentle- 
man in the ſquare, at his own door, though Tones 
perſuaded me to the contrary ;: but before I could” 


in and eſcaped my hands. The next day we went: 


of Henbury, who ſtruck me on the head with the 
butt-end of his whip, and wounded me, whereupon- 
J fired at him: The ball went through his great 
coat, but happily did him no turther harm, for- 
which I can never ſufficiently thank God. IT went. 
then to a pond, and waſhed the blood off my face, 
and then we rode off tor Briſtol, and went to Fones's | 
lodging, where, after I had waſhed my face again, 
and gotten a plaiſter for my head, I propoſed to gr 
out again on foot; but Jones abſolutely refuſed, 
ſaying he was ill, However, I was reſolute, and 
firore I would have ſome money that night (ſo was 
I hurried on by the devil!) and accordingly went by 
myſelt to College-Green, and robbed a gentleman 
of a mourning-ring and ſeven ſhillings. When TI 
had done, I returned to Forrs's lodging, and gave 
him half the money, leaving my piſtols with him. 
I then went to the Bell in Broad-ſtreet to enquire 
for lodging. Being aſked from whence I' came, I: 
immediately replied, from Weftbury ; not in the 
leaſt imagining I could be ſuſpected trom that cir- 
cumſtance. But Gop is wiſe, and here he meant 
to ſtop me ſhort in my career. I was ſuſpected to 
be the perſon who attacked Mr. Waſborough on the 
Down, and more ſo from a drop of blood that was. 
left on my face, notwithitanding I had waſhed is * | 
5 twice. 


66 
twice, —By what ſmall means can God bring great 
matters to light, when he ſees proper, when at ather 
times much ſtronger circumſtances eſcape unobſerv- 
ed. To put an end to all doubt, while I was here 
Mr. Waſborough himſelf came in, who had been 
ſearching after me, and charged me with the rob- 
bery. Being ſearched, and powder and ball found 
upon me, I was then committed to Bridewell, where, 
being ſearched again, there was found upon me Mr. 
Sheirclift's watch, the mourning-ring, and the 36 5. 
piece. Seeing no poſſibility of getting clear of the 
charge, I thought I had better declare the whole of 
the matter, and accordinyly I impeached poor Joncs, 
who wagfaken the next morning in bed, with the 
piſtols/at bis bed-ſide, and Mr. Rich's watch in his 
pocket. We were afterwards both examined before 
the Mayor of Briſtol, and by him committed to 
Newgate.—!I ſhould here obferve the reaſon why the 
things could not be found upon me the firſt time 1 


was ſearched; they were concealed in a private 


pocket, many of which every common. highway- 


man has about his cloathes. 


29. From this ſhort narrative the world may in 
ſome meaſure conceive what a continued courſe of 
villaiay and wrickedne/s my whole life has been. 
Innumerable acts of Drunkeanc/s, Rioting, Diſobedi- 
ence to Parents, Blaſphemy, Perjury, Lying, Theft, Iu- 


Juſtice, Revenge, Rebellion, Murder, Tre he, Fornica- 


tion, Adultery, Bigamy, Impiety, Tngratitude, Sabbathe 
breaking, Gam: and of every other vice, have 
crouded the . of my evil zhirzy years. They 
may fee how inde/atigable J have been, compaſſing 
ſea and land, running all hazards, and daring every 
danger, to ſerwe the devil, and, without a miracle of 
grace, to make my own damnation ſure In all my 
dangers, how hardened, and wnconcerned; in all my 
deliverances how «thankful to my great preſerver; 
and in all my villanies and impieties, how 2 


flubborn and remor/eleſi ! And now muſt not eve 


man that thinks at all, be aſtoniſhed. that ſuch a 
Caitif ſhould live upon the end, and every good 
man 
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man adore the wonderful goodneſs of God, who hatlv 


fpared ſuch a morn/?cr of iniquity to make him a happy 


example of his amazing love and free mercy to unde- 


ſerving finners !-—Of his great goodneſs towards me 


in bringing me to a ſenſe of myſelf, and his love 


to me in Chr:if? Jeſus, I ſhall now give ſome account, 


to the glory of his grace, —I am ſenſible how ready 
the giddy, thoughtleſs part of mankind are to ridi- 
cule things of this nature : but whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, I will, in fim- 
plicity and the fear of God, declare what He hath 


done for my ſoul: and I pray God it may be bleſt 


to the convertn 


or firengthening of every one that 
ſhall hear thereot ! EGS: 


30. When 1 was committed to priſon, I was very 
heavily iron'd and cloſely confined in the condemn'd 
room, it being apprehended, that I being a ſtout, 
ſturdy, reſolute perſon, might find means to make 
my eſcape. Surely the all-wiſe Providence of God 
over-ruled in all this affair: For had I robbed Mr. 
Waſborough, I muſt have taken my trial at Glouceſ- 
ter, where I had in all probability been deſtitute of 
ſuch ſpiritual helps: as I have met with at Briſtol : 
This and my being ſo cloſely confined: here, is ſuch 
an Inſtance of God's peculiar care over me, as I 
ſhall have reaſon to praiſe him for to all eternity. 
Hereby I had the opportunity of reſſecting on my 
paſt miſconduct, and the converſation of ſome reli- 

ious friends, - uninterrupted by the reſt of the pri- 
* Indeed it was many weeks after my impri- 


ſonment that I came to any ſerious reflection: for 


though I had ſome /#dden fears of death ſtarted up 
in my mind, attended with ſome ſlender remor/e of 
conſcience, yet they were not laſting, partly through 
the natural hardnels of my heart, and partly through. 
my quenching thoſe motions of God's Spirit. Ne- 


vertheleſs, Jus Chriff the 


tho? I ran from him, and I was often alarmed with 
this thought, Lord ! awvhat awill become of my ſoul ?— 
Jam a dying man, and have made no preparations for. 

| another 
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good ſhepherd, who - 
came 70 /eet and /ave the loft ſheep, ſtill purſued me, 
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£nother world, Such alarms would ſtartle me and 
itir me up to pray er; but when I began to pray, the 
devil would perſuade me I was ſuch a finner, that 
it was impoſſible there could be mercy for me, and 
it was therefore in vain for me to pray: and believ- 
ing theſe ſuggeſtions, I would ſometimes put off all 
thoughts of returning to God. ; 


31. Thus went I on a while, ſometimes willing to 
return to. God, if I thought there were hopes of 
being accepted; ſometimes concluding there were 
not, determined to make the moſt I could of the little 
time I had. But on FEafter-Tue/day, March 31, as 
ſoon as I aroſe, I was fo terrified in my conſcience I 
could get no reſt, I knew not what to do. I long- 
ed for ſome good Chriſtian to adviſe me, but knew. 
not whom to ſend to. The agonies of my mind en- 


| creaſing more and more, I thought to eaſe myſelf 


by reading a little : accordingly I took up the Com- 
mon-Prayer-book, in which I read, and ſometimes 
prayed on my knees, (the priſoners that lay in the 
room with me being all gone out.) While I was in 


this diſtreſs of ſoul, and as I was reading, accord- 


ing to my wiſh, a woman came to the window, 
ſaying, My friend, I am glad to ſee you fo well em- 


4 played; I am not come to look at you, but to ſpeak to yon 
for the good of your ſoul. She had not ſpoken many 


words more, before I was cut to the heart, and had 
I not given way to my diſtreſs by a flood of tears, 
my heart muſt have burſt. As ſoon as I was able to 
anſwer her, I could not forbear crying out, I am 
the vileſt ſinner upon earth; I have been guilty of 
all manner of wickedneſs.” She told me, if I felt 
the burden of fin, I was the very perſon for whom 
Chrift died; at which good news I was a little re- 


1 freſhed, and for that time ſhe left me. After this 


ſhe came to me every day, with others that had like 
care for my ſoul, and gave me ſuch advice, as they 
ſaw I ſtood in necd of, and fang hymns ſuitable to 
my condition, . and join'd in fervent prayer for me, 


and directed me to proper portions of Scripture.— 


All this time the conviction of my loſt ſtate ſank 
| 4 | deeper 


mr 
* — 


. 


deeper and deeper into my ſoul, and I made an open 
confeſſion of fuch crimes as would have touched my 
life, if the fact I was committed for had not. On 
Friday, April 3. two chriſtian friends coming into 
my room, at a ſeaſonable time, (for I was in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs) I defired them to pray with me :— 
As we were ſinging a hymn, I began to tremble un- 
der a deep ſenſe of the wrath of God. I was all over 
in a cold ſweat; every nerve in my body ſeemed to 
be unftrung, and I interrupted them, crying out, 
Oh! what a ſinner am I !—T have no need of any 
& other trial; I am guilty; I have enough within 
* me to condemn me, and when I coine before the 
« Judge, I will plead git, for I dare not tell a lie.“ 
Oh: what terrors of conſcience did I undergo for 
five days together? Such as no tongue can utter 
nor pen exprefs. Yet amidſt all, I was at times 
ſupported by a ſmall gleam of diſtant hope. Glory 
be to God ! who laid no more upon me, than I was 
able to bear, 
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i | 32. How vigilant is the devil over the ſouls of 
men to deſtroy them! While I was ruſhing on in 
the broad way to eternal perdition, I never concern- 
: ed myſelt about the Scriptures, whether they were 
5 true or falſe; but as ſoon as I began to read and 
ſearch them, immediately he began to aſſault me 
with his fiery darts. As I was reading in the Co- 
mon Prayer Book, he ſuggeſted to me, How do you 
2 know what yon read is true ? I thought, ſurcly it avas 
4 true, for they were goorl men that made the book, and 
| it abas taken out of the ſcriptures. He retorted upon 
me, How do you know the Scriptures are true? God 
here gave me to know the voice of the temprer, and 
I replied, Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is God's 
avord, and I will bcliewve it. But neither yet did he 
leave me; for afterwards he took another method, 
perſaading me it was time enough for me to repent. 
after ſentence, or two or three days before my exe- 
cution, But I repelled him ſaying, Be gone, Satan, 
for I have been thy Servant too long; I will ferme thee 
20 longer. 
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33. On Saturday night, the 4th of April, my 
conſeience was ſo alarmed as I lay in bed, that my 
ſleep departed from me, and I was ſeized with inex- 
reſſible horror. I felt a perfect hell in my ſoul, 
was all over in a ſweat with terror. I trembled to 
that degree that I ſhook the bed under mie: I roar- 
ed for the very diſquietude of my heart. At laſt, 
being no longer able to contain myſelf, I broke out, 
am loft and damned forever, I ſat up, and waked 
all the priſoners in the room, and defired them to 
join in Prayer for me, which they did: (May God 
reward them, and ſhew mercy upon them all!) In 
this condition I continued all the reſt of the night. 


On Sunday morning, as ſoon as it was day, I roſe 
and went to prayer, but ſaw no manner of hope, I 
continued reſtleſs, miſerable, and deſpairing, till 
about noon, when, concluding myſelf paſt all hopes 
of mercy, I thought, ſeeing 1 mutt periſh, I will re- 
ſign myſelf wholly up to the will of God, But ne- 
vertheleſs, as I was to die, I thought I would learn 
a form of prayer, wherein to commend my ſoul into 
the hands of God at the place of execution ; and 
accordingly I began to read the dying petitions of 
Thomas Sayage, which were thele; Lord Jeſus 
receive my ſpirit ! Lord, one ſmile. Good Lord, one 
<vord of comfort for Chriſt's ſake. The” death makes a 
feparation between my ſoul and body, let nothing A 
between Thee and my foul to all eternity. As read 
and pondered on theſe words, I found hope ſpring- 
ing up in me, that God had ſtill a love for me, and 
would receive my ſoul, I believed, and in à mo- 
ment all my diſtreſs was taken away. The load of 
_ guilt was removed, and I was filled with inexpreſſi- 
ble joy. I no longer feared death; I loved God, 
and I longed to be with him. Had the cart come 
that day to take me to execution, I ſhould have gone 
with infinite pleaſure. In the tranſport of my mind 
I cried out, God hath forgiven me all my fins; He 
hath given me his Holy Spirit in my heart, and I 
am quite eaſy,” Oh! what a change is here wrought 
in five days! I that * ſo lately murder a ** 

| | CT — 1 
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( 26.) 
for his money, could now give away all that IJ have. 
1 then, with a willing heart and hand, diſtributed 
the liitle money I had among my feltow-priſoners' ; 
which I mention, not boaſtingly, but to magnify the 
grace of God, which inclined my heart not only to 


do this, but ten thouſand times more for his fake, 
had it been in my power. 


34. This exceſs. of joy continued with me for 
ſome time; at length I found a ſweet calm peace 
fink down into my ſoul. My paſſions were allayed, 
my heart was changed, and I abhorred my former 
courſe of life. For this amazing grace, Not unto 
me, O Lord, not unto me, but unto thy name be the 
Praije.z—tor not by works of righteonſnrſs which I had 
done [O God thou knoweſt] but according to thy mer- 
cy thou halt ſaved me, by the waſhing of regencratior 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. | 


& Of Him that did ſalvation bring, 
I could forever think and ſing : 
& Ariſe ye guilty, he'll forgive; 

& Ariſe ye needy, he'll relieve, 


—— — | ORG I 


% Aſk but his grace, and lo! 'tis given; 
+ Aſk, and he turns your hell to heav'n. 
+ Tho? ſin and ſorrow pierc'd my ſoul, 
„ Thy balm, O Jeſu! made it whole. 


35. After, by the grace of God, this bleſſed 
.change was wrought in me, upon hearing one of the 
priſoners ſwear, his word ſeemed like thunder in my 
ear, and I was thrown into ſuch an agony, for grief, 
-to hear the name of God blaſphemed, that I fell 
down on the floor, and all my fleſh ſeemed to be 
parting from my bones; ſo bitter was fin to me now, 
in which I lately took fo great delight. And when- 
ever I fee any wanton behaviour among the men 
and women priſoners, I am filled with ſuch abhor- 
rence as I am not able to expreſs. And perhaps 
in this thing I ran to an extreme; but ſo it is, I can 
hardly bear the ſight of a woman, unleſs I know 
them to be ſuch as tear God, I would now have 
given any thing in the world to recall the 1 1 
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ſent, in order to petition for a reprieve, not only 
becauſe I would not now live, but as being heartily 
ſorry I ſhould thus endeavour to impoſe upon the 
goodneſs of ſuch worthy perſons, —Yet, that I 
might not preſume, the evening before my trial, 
I was ſhewn my own weakneſs, and how unable L 
was of myſelf to maintain that grace I had received; 
and that Jeſus, who is the Author, is likewiſe the 
Continuer, as well as Finiſher of faith. As I was 
talking with one of ſome temporal concerns, I found 
a miſt come over my ſoul, and the preſence of God 
was ſomewhat hid from me. I defired my friend to 
leave me immediately, for I was in a great agony. 
Being left alone, I fell on my knees before God, 
and with ſtrong crying and tears made ſupplication 
to him, till he reſtored to me the light of his coun- 
tenance, which he did in about halt an hour, 


36. On Friday, April 10. the trumpet gave its 
ſolemn, pleaſing ſound, to call me and the reſt of 
my fellow criminals, to the bar of juſtice. It was to 
me as a welcome voice from heaven, and it filled my 
heart with joy to think I ſhould ſhortly be there. 
When I was put to the bar, knowing myſelf worthy 
of more than one death, I determined, as I had done 
before, to give the court no trouble, but to plead 
guilty, and addreſſed the Judge nearly in this man- 


ner: | 


My Lord, | 
Am called by the name of Jackſon, but I defire to be 
indicted by the name of Nicolas Mooney, for the 
other is a fictitious name. And my Lord, I beg I may 


' have the liberty of ſpeaking a few words before I am 
arraigned, to let your Lordſhip know, That I am the 


man who have drawn Jones into theſe unhappy circum- 
Stances, and hope your Lordſhip will therefore jhew him 


favour. My Lord, I have been arraigned for my life 


before at the Old Bailey, and was convicted; and the 
cart came to the door to take me to execution; but [ was 
reprieved, I then depended altogether upon the favour 
of friends; but now I rely only upon God. Had I died 
then, I had gone to hell, 25 been damned to all eternity; 
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But now F am ſuatched. as @ brand from the burning, 
and my ſentence abill be pleafing. His Lordſhip then 
aſked me: / I did not expett mercy, by pleading Guilty. 
I replied, No, my Lord, J eapect no mercy from man 


on this fide the grave, The Lord is on my fide, I do not 


fear what man can do unto me. I difire to die, for 1 
hade not only committed many robberies, but have been a 
rebel, and fought againſt my King and Country, His 
Majeſty's clemency to me [ have abuſed. Till within 
theſe few days, I neither knew what it was to fear or 
love God, but now I know both, and I know that God 
is reconciled to me, and has forgiven me all my fins, and 
am content to die, 


37. The next day I was called to the bar again, 
to receive ſentence of death, which F did with the 
utmoſt calmneſs, my ſoul being kept all the time in 
fweet peace and full of love, I here again addreſſed 


dis Lordſhip much to this purpoſe ; 


My Lord, 
FDErmit me again to intreat for John ſones, whom 
J hare dragun into this trouble.— As for my own 

part, I have committed many robberies, and been a Rebel 

againſt my King, and have wronged my Country by coining 
money, for which I can never make the publick rgſtitu- 

tion; therefore I am content to die as I deſerve, — And I 

pray God to bleſs every one to guhom I have done any 
evrong. And if there be any gentlemen of Briſtol here, 
abhom I have injured, I heartily aſk them forgiveneſs, 
and eſpecially Mr. Waſborough, [he then ſtood by me} 
cohom I attempted to murder, but God ſaved him, for 
abhich I can never praiſe him enough.— My Lord, J on- 
ty defire three Sundays, and then 1 am willing to launch 
into eternity. And TI hope when I come to the place of 
exccution, that God ill open my mouth to warn all to 
flee their wicked conrſe of life. I pray God to bleſs your 
Lordſbip and the honourable Court, and the Lord Jeſus 
recerve my ſoul, 


38. After condemnation I wrote letters, one to 
the poor creature who 1s now with child by me, and 


another to a gentleman who had been formerly my 
| friend, 


„h *®) 


(329-5): 


friend, part of which, for ſpecial reaſons, I think 
proper here to ſubjoin. ©} 
. Briſtol, April 14, 1752. 
„% Dear Nelly, „ 
Ighteous is the Lord, and juſt are his Judge- 
ments: His hand hath at laſt overtaken me: 
his hand of Jſfice to cut thort my life, aud his 
hand of Mercy to ſave my ſoul. You for one can 
witneſs to the juſtice of my ſentence, Were it in 
my power, I would gladly make gon and every. one 
elſe amends, whom I. have ever injured in their 
Goods, Perſons or Credit; but ſeeing it is not, I here- 
by aſk you forgiveneſs for the wrong I have done 
you; and I truſt that God, to whom I owe this du- 
ty firſt, and you, and every one elle, will accept my 
billing mind to make full reſtitution. - 
I am too apprehenſive what you have to undergo 
on my account, not to be concerned for you: Oh! 
that I had ſuffieiently conſidered: this, before I had 
brought you into this trouble! — The ſhame natural- 
ly attending your circumſtances, the trouble conſe- 
quent thereon, the ſhghr of friends, the indignity 
and reproaches of an ill-natured world, are all grie- 
vous to be born: bur yet I hope that God, who 
comforts and ſupports me under my trials, in a man- 
ner I am not able to expreſs, will do the ſame for 
you. Put your truſt in him and you ſhall never be 
contounded, | | " | 15 
On Vedneſalay Fortnight, or as ſome tell me, on 
Friday Se'nnight, I am to be delivered cut of the 
.nuiferies of this finful world. Glory be to God 
thro' Ze/us Chriſt, He has given Repentance and Re- 
12: ſſion of ſins to me the worit of ſinners. He has 
taken away Sin the ing of Death, and I am prepared 
to meet my Saviour and my Judge. Let my exam- 
ple encourage every ſinner to break off his- fins and 
come unto God thro' %s Chriſt, pleading nothing 
but his merits and their own guilt, and he will free- 
ly forgive them ; But let none preſume on the lon g- 
luffering of God, for he will ſurely wit their i.. 
Wh a rod, and their fins with Jrenrves, 
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and permitted me to fill up the meaſure of mine iniqui- 


2 

As a dying man I give you this advice: Give 
yourſelt up wholly to God, pray to him continually, 
and never reſt till you have ſecured an intereſt in the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, Live in his fear, and you, 
as I truſt I ſhall, ſhall die in his favozr.—I now com- 
mend you to God's grace and almighty protection, 
and requeſt your earneſt prayers for 
| Your dying Friend and Well-Wiſher, 
NICOLAS MOONEY.” 


e Pleaſe to communicate theſe Lines to Mr. B t, 
with my due Reſpects.“ 


1 SIR, 

Efore 1 die, I take this opportunity of aeknow- 
B ledging your kindneſs to me in time paſt, Oh! 
that I had &:/crved it, for then I had not brought my- 
felt into hee unhappy circumſtances: But God is. 
cbiſe, and ſeeing I would not hear his voice and leave 
my wicked life, he gave me up to my own heart's luſt,.. 


25, that in me at laſt might be ſhewn the ſeverizy of 
his jx/tice, and riches of his mercy, You took me, 
the moſt abandoned wreich, for an honeſt man; and 
as ſuch you kindly and generouſly recommended me 
where I might have done well. It is my own. fault 
1 did not. On Friday Se'nnight I am to meet the 
fate my crimes have ;z/ly deſerved. I deſerve not 
only death but hell: To the former, man hath doom- 
ed me; from the latter Chr:/? will fave me. Of this 
J have ſuch a firm hope in myſelf, being aſſuręed 
that God is reconciled to me, (Oh! the riches of his. 
mercy in Chrift Feſns) that my priſon is a palace, my 
chains are as ornaments, and I am quite happy. I hope 
every one will pray for me that my ſaith tail not. 

I am, lorging for Death, and in firm Lapectation 
of a glorious Reſurrecton to eternal Lite, 

Your much obliged 
Briſtol, April 14. and dying Servant, 
9.27, NICOLAS MOONEY, 


39 About 


n 9 

39. About eight days before I was to be execu-- 
ted, one came to me and told me, a clergyman of 
the Romiſh church would willingly attend upon me, 
if I choſe it. I told him, I did not chuſe it; for 
having renounced the errors of that corrupt church, 
and experienced the truth as it is in Jeſus, I will. 
die a member of the church of England. 


40. A day or two after, I ordered my coffin and 
ſhroud to be made, that I might have them in my 
room ſome time before I died, that I might this 
way try my faith, and ſee how firmly J could: bear 
the ſight of this ſhrine of death. While the coffin-- 
maker was meaſuring me, I found ſweet compoſure 
of ſoul, and a comfortable ſenſe of God's preſence ;. 
and it was with no little pleaſure that I faw this re- 
politory of my wouldring relicks brought into the 
room. This was provided for me at the expence of 
a friend; and here it is my defire my earthly remains 
ſhould reſt, that the affliction of my relations might 
not be aggravated by the diſpoſal of them any other 
way ; though rather than an oath ſhould be ſworn, 
a blow ſtruck, or any diſturbance made, whereby, 
God ſhould be offended, after I am dead, I am con- 
tent to be anatomized, hung in chains, or that my 
clay ſhould be any way diſpoſed of, 


On the Sunday before I was to die, a friend pro- 
poſed our going in a coach to execution; but I told 
my fellow - ſufferer, As our crimes have been public, 
let us be public examples: Let us be ſeen of all, 
_ that all may take warning. God will ſupport us. 
We do not know what good we may do by being 
expoſed in a cart. I had likewiſe a friendly vifit 
from Mr. Waſborough, and Mr, Sheirclift,, which 
gave me no ſmall ſatisfaction. And that day I re. 
_ ceived the bleſſed ſacrament. It was indeed a feaſt 
of love, a feaſt of marrow and fat things. My ſoul 
fed on Angels“ food, and I ate the bread of heaven. 
I have been ſince tried many ways, by ſome out of 
love, by others out of ſtrife and contention ; but 1 
found that promiſe of my Saviour true, T he Comfort- * 


er, <vhich is the Holy Gb He. ſhall teach you all 
things 


11 . i 
| things, and bring all things to your remembrance, what-- 
foever 1 have ſaid unto jou. And fo it was; for J 
had Scripture brought to my mind, to ſtrengthen me 
againſt thoſe that oppoſed, which I had read, but 
perhaps not ſo much as thought of for many years. 
.F On Monday I was again abundantly refreſhed at the 
BY ſacred ordinance. Several times have I received the 
1: BY Sacrament before, but never till I took it here, did 
1 I know what it was ſpiritually to eat the fleſh of the 
$: Son of man, and drink his blood. On Tueſday 
night, W. Cudmore, who was condemned to die 
with Jones and me, found means to get off his irons, 
and had begun to break priſon, but was diſcovered, 
But had all the priſon-doors been ſet open, here 
would I have ſtaid to meet the fate my crimes have 
deſerved. Wedneſday, I kept a faſt to the Lord, 
took the ſacament, and attended at chapel. It was 
a day of refreſhment from the preſence.of the Lox p. 
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1 Whoever adviſes me to the contrary, how can I but 
© Mi be confident of this which I teel in my Soul? Yea, 
1 | | tho' I am hereby branded with enthuſiaſm and blaſ- 


phemy, I: will, by the Grace of God, hold faſt the 
beginning of my confidence ſtedfaſt unto the end, 

for it hath great recompenſe of reward; yea, I have 
already the earneſt of my heavenly inheritance. And 
what ſhould I do but praiſe God while I have breath, 
and magnity him on this manner? ſeeing no ran- 
ſomed ſon of. Adam has greater reaſon, and none 
ought more to invite his. tellow-linners to come unto 
Gob by Jeſus Chriſt. 


41. I ſhall now conclude my whole account with' 

_ obſerving, that at preſent I enjoy great peace, a- 
midſt all the noiſe of a priſon, the diſturbance of im- 
pertinent company, and my earthly troubles. When 
the reverend and worthy miniſters that attend me 
and my tellow-priſoners, or my chriſtian friends that 
have for ſome tune paſt aſſiſted me with their ſpiri- 
tual advice, are praying with me, or ſinging hymns 
of prayer or praiſe to Almighty Gon, I have ſuch a 
ſweet, feeling ſenſe of the preſence of God with me, 
that I am ina manner raviſhed therewith, May 
| God 
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God reward them all a thouſand fold, for their kind 
concern for and watchful care over my ſoul, and 
every one elſe who hath been any ways a miniſter 
unto me for good : as ſuch I account the perſons 
who took me; they were meſſengers ſent from God to 
ſtop me in the way of perdition, and to place me 
here, where I might find the way to heaven: I can 
but ſmile at my fetters, they are the chains my fins 
have more than deferved, and I am willing to bear 
them; if I could ſlip them from my legs, I would 
not: when I think of dying, my ſpirit is ready to 
fart from my body, to anticipate the glory I expect: 
J could ſuffer my fleſh to be boiled in oil, for the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt's Sake: And I believe I ſhall put 
the halter about my neck with more pleaſure than - 
J put on a clean neck-eloth ; And I truſt, though 
Satan may tempt, and men oppo/# and rewile, that 
Gop will never leave me nor forſake me, but hav- 
ing begun the good work in my ſoul, will carry it 
on to perfection, and perform it unto the end; and 
that from the fatal tree I ſhall mount up to the re- 

ions of eternal bliſs, to enjoy the glorious preſence 
of my God and Saviour to all eternity, and with all 
the company of holy Angels and glorified Spirits, 
to ſing Hallelujahs to God, and the Lams, that fit- 
teth upon the Throne for ever! Amen. 


Nezugate, Apr. 23. NICOLAS MOONEY. 
1752. | 
Some farther Particulars relating to 
Nicolas Mooney. 


HE night before he died, the executioner 

came into the room, and ſaid, Gentlemen, if 

you are not willing, I will not perform the office, 

although I am come: At which Mooney took him 
by the hand, and ſaid, My Friend, you are a wel- 

come man to me. 65 | | 

That 
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'That night fix perſons ſat up in the room, and 


ſpent the time till midnight in reading, finging, and 
ſolemn. prayer. At one the priſoners went to bed, 
and deſired the eighth chapter of the Romans to be 
read to them, which being done, they went to fleep. 
At three Mooney aroſe, and waſhed himſelf, ſaying, 
„% My wedding day is come at laſt!” Converſed 
cheerfully with his friends *till four, and then cal- 


led up Jones and Cudmore, and all together ſpent 


about an hour in devotion. After this, Jones fal- 
ling into a great agony as he ſtood at the window, 


reading in the Bible, retired to the bed, and ſeem- 


ed under fo great terrors, that he had fainted, had 


not timely application been made; at which Mooney 
. clapped his hands, and. rejoicing, cried out, [ 


bleſs God for this; More of my fort of work; mine 
began in this manner,” When Jones came to him- 
ſelt, Mooney took him by the hand, ſaying, 
& Come, my dear Brother Jones, fear not; we 
ſhall take our flight above the clouds ſoon.” 


One then aſked Jones how he did? He replied, 
* My heart is ready to burſt ; and yet at the ſame 
time I find in me ſuch rejoicing as if I had the whole 
* given to me. I was never ſo happy in my 
ife,” 
About 7 o*clock company began to flock in, and 
Mooney with the utmoſt chearfulneſs teſtified to all 
the conſolation he felt from God. He then dreſſed 
himſelf in mourning, ſaying, “I hope this is no 
fin: I doit not out of vanity, but decency. No, 
© no more of the Devil's works for me.“ | 
About 8, his fetters were taken off; at which he 
ſaid, „Thus hath God taken off the chains of my 
ſins.“ He continued reading, praying, and ſpeak- 
ing to the people till he was called to the Sacra- 
ment at nine. 


Among the reſt he ſpoke earneſtly to Dan, Biſhop, 


(u ho was condemned at the laſt aſſizes, but reprieved 


tor tranſportation ;) and put him in mind how he 
had miſpent-the time ſince his reſpite, and exhorted 
him to repent, and employ the remainder of his days 
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to the glory of God. The ſame he did to the per- 
ſon, at whoſe ſwearing he tell into that agony, men- 
tioned above. To him he ſaid, Don't you re- 
member how you grieved me by your oaths ? Ho 
much more did you offend Gon? Oh! for God's 
ſake, repent you of your ſins before it is too late! 
Remember the words of a dying man!” Which 
made the poor wretch ſtand trembling and ſpeechleſs, 
Sacrament being ended, the executioner entered and 
put the ropes round the criminals necks, at which 
Mooney ſaid, Welcome halter! My caſe is al- 
< moſt like that of the thief on the croſs.” T hey 
all went to execution without their hats, and were 
raiſed aloft in the cart on ſeats made on purpoſe. 


There were ſome who yet doubted of his finceri- 
ty ; others ſaid, that it was all. deluſion, and that 
they ſhould ſee a great alteration before he died. He 
replied, ©* I am only afraid I ſhall offend ſome, who 
being ignorant of what I feel, will think I die hard- 
ened; tor I verily believe I ſhall ſmile at the fight 
of the gallows. 'Two friends were allowed to go 
with them in the cart: To one of them Mooney 
ſaid, ** Tam almoſt unwilling to part with you; 1 
0 could wiſh you were to go to Heaven with me, 
„% but not this way.—Only I am the more willing to 
«c part with you, for a little time, that you may 
e bring more ſuch rebels as me to God: May he 
„reward you for what you have done for me. In 
4 alittle time I ſhall, 7 know 1 hall, meet you in 
« Paradiſe.” When he ſaw the gallows, he ſmiled, 
ſaying, Weleome gallows, 1 have deſerved thee 
% many years.” 


When they drew up to the gallows, as che officers 
were beating off the croud, ſome of them ſwore ſe- 
veral oaths, at which Mooney ſaid, <* It cuts me 

to the heart to hear God offended in this manner. 

Oh! Mr. Jones, what a wicked world we are in, 
where they are always rebelling againſt ſo good a 

'Gop!” Then lifting up his hands and eyes to 

Heaven, he ſaid, ** Blefled be the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
we are going to leave it! Does not your heart rejoice - 
at 


"0 


C ; 1 < < 
REAR err ES — ICs $247; nt 
oo >. 
Sa 0 


19 
gt it?“ Jones anſwered with a ſmile, „I am glad 
at my heart the time is ſo near. I would not have 
a reptieve for all the world, I was never ſo happy 
in my life, as I am juſt now.” Being aſked what 
was the ground of his happineſs, he replied, ©* The 
thoughts of God's forgiving me my ſins.” At the 
place of execution, they all joined the miniſter in 
ſinging and prayer; which done, Mooney earneſt> 
ly exhorted all to take warning by him. —He then 
gave this printed narrative of his lite to the ſheriff, 
and ſaid, This was reviſed by me laſt night, and 
eit contains nothing but the truth, and it is my 
deſire it ſhould be diſperſed abroad as much as 
6& poilible, to ſhew my wickedneſs and Gon's good- 
„ neſs, who has forgiven me all my ſins.” He then 


added, O Sir, I cannot expreſs the happineſs 1 


feel. There is more pleaſure in ſerving God one 
hour, than in a long life of fin. Oh! what hath 
he done for fo vile a ſinner ! I know Chriſt died for 
me, and the moment the breath is out of my body, 
my ſoul will be in heaven. I can from my heart 
triumph with the Apoſtle, and ſay, O Death, where 
is thy ſting ; O Grave, where is thy victory?“ As 
the executioner was preparing to tie up Jones, he 
cried out, Tie me up firſt ; for 1 am the greateſt 
offender; defiring that no one would pull his legs, 
for that he was willing to ſuffer all the pains of death, 
— The rope being fixed, he cried out, © My ſoul 
& 3s ſo full of the love of God, that it is ready to 
© ſtart out of my body; and in a few moments I 
«© ſhall be at my Father's houſe.” The cart being 
drawn away, he launched into a happy eternity. It 
is remarkable, that he never ſtirred hand or foot, 
after he was turned off; but his ſoul ſeemed to have 
willingly taken its flight, before it was forced from 
the body. | 


His corps was conveyed in a hearſe from the place 
of execution to a friend's houſe in Temple: ſtreet, 
from whence it was interred the Sunday following 
in Temple-church-yard, in the preſence of ſeveral 
thouſand people. | 
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